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Vintage. 1 Paperback(s), 1996. soft. Book Condition: New. (Winner of the 1996 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the
PEN/Faulkner Award) This stunning 1995 sequel to The Sportswriter deepens Richard Ford's portrait of the
irresistibly acerbic Frank Bascombe, while giving us an indelible image of late 20th-century America. In the
aftermath of his divorce and the ruin of his career, Frank has entered what he calls an "Existence Period,"
selling real estate in Haddam, New Jersey, and mastering the high-wire act of normalcy. But over one Fourth of
July weekend, he is called into sudden, bewildering engagement with life. Protean, funny, profane, wise, often
inappropriate, Frank is the American everyman who tells his story in three brilliant novels by Richard Ford that
also include The Sportswriter (a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award) and The Lay of the Land (a finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle Award). "With a mastery second to none, Richard Ford has created a character we
know as well as our next-door neighbors," wrote the New York Times Book Review. "Frank Bascombe has
earned himself a place beside Willy Loman and Harry Angstrom in our literary landscape, but he has done so
with a wry wit and a fin de siecle wisdom that is very much his own."Ford is a Babe Ruth of novelists, excelling
at every part of the game. Independence Day is a four-bagger smacked way out to Section C-You-Later. All you
can do is rise in the stands and cheer."Washington Post"Each flash of magical dialogue, every rumination a
wild surprise. Independence Day is a confirmation of a talent as strong and varied as American fiction has to
offer."NYReview of Books"The time is now the late 1980s, and Frank, divorced, is no longer sportswriting but
selling real estate. Frank's plan is to take his teenage...
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