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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Burma s parliamentary government is headed by President Thein Sein.
In April 2012 the country held largely transparent and inclusive by-elections in which the opposition National
League for Democracy (NLD) party, chaired by Aung San Suu Kyi, won 43 of 45 contested seats out of a total
664 seats in the legislature. Constitutional provisions grant one-quarter of all national and one-third of all
regional/state parliamentary seats to active-duty military appointees and provide that the military indefinitely
assume power over all branches of the government should the president declare a national state of emergency.
The ruling Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) continued to hold an overwhelming majority of the
seats in the national parliament and state/regional assemblies, and active-duty military officers continued to
wield authority at many levels of government. Authorities failed at times to maintain effective control over the
security forces. Security forces committed human rights abuses. During the year the government s human
rights record continued to improve, although authorities had not fully or consistently implemented legal and
policy revisions at all levels, particularly in ethnic-minority areas. Observers reported marked decreases in
systemic human rights abuses committed by the government, such as torture, disappearances, and the forced
use of civilians to carry military supplies in some ethnic border areas. On February 6, President Thein Sein
announced the formation of a committee to identify and release political prisoners. By December 31, the
committee had identified and released an estimated 330 political prisoners, bringing the total number of
political prisoners released since reforms began to more than 1,100. In addition, in January the government
allowed the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) access to all of the...
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