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pleasing ways. The other person was Miss Harriet Ames, a maiden lady better known among her friends as Aunt
Harriet, because of her numerous personal attachments, especially among the children. Colonel Risley was far
advanced in occult learning. He was mirthful, yet seriously in earnest--a sort of sunny temperament at odds
with nobody, but genially willing that the more unfavorable things of life should be passed by, for the reason
that to him there was vastlv more sunshine than shadow in life as he found it. His business was that of an expert
civil engineer, and he enjoyed a good patronage and was widely and favorably known. Miss Ames was naturally
inclined to mystical teachings, was deeply intuitive, and a most apt reader of human nature. She was a marked
character among those who knew her best. Her hair for some reason had turned white in early life, and her
face was such as belonged to an aged and fervent soul. Because of some peculiar phase of destiny she had
never found her exact mate, since mateship implied so much more to her than it did to the more ordinary
classes of women. But...
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