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indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 edition. Excerpt: .were held by the uninitiated in the same estimation as those of
Ceres and Bacchus at Eleusis (already referred to), and Isis and Osiris in Egypt. The Phrygian tales of Cybele and
Atys seem to be another version of this same fable. One specimen has been painted with a ground-colour of
blue, and then red, or probably flesh-colour, and has the stamp of Grecian art. Mr. Abington remarks of this
piece, and several others similar in the collection: -- They are all of high art; it is not too much to say that, as
sculptures, they are of great value. No. 16 exhibits the human form in the very perfection of human symmetry--
no wonder that Venus fell in love at first sight. The artist has done his part well in this beautiful conception of
the adored Adonis. The ivy chaplet shews the relation there was between the rites of Adonis and those of
Bacchus; both embodied the same mystic signs, and out of compliment to Apollo. Among the animals that
denote the link in the remains of Egyptian worship, we have the representation of a cat, symbol of the Moon, on
account of its faculty of seeing in the dark, or rather by night. The Egyptians worshipped the Moon under this
figure, which denotes fecundity; and their reverence for cats is peculiarly demonstrated by the many thousands
of their mummies which are found preserved with the same care they bestowed on the bodies of their...
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