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Relation to the Location and Erection of the New Jail: With Certain Papers in Connection Therewith, Including
the Opinions of Chief-Justice Cartter and Judge Wylie, in the Injunction Case, and Proceedings of Board of
Common Councils The undersigned beg leave to represent that by an act of Congress, approved July 25th, 1866,
and a joint resolution, approved March 2d, 1867, the erection of a jail in the District of Columbia was authorized
upon a site to be selected by the Secretary of the Interior. They represent that in the month of October last,
contracts were made by the Secretary of the Interior, for the erection of a jail on a site at the intersection of
New Jersey and Virginia avenues, south, and about five blocks distant from the U. S. Capitol; and that the
contractors are proceeding to erect a jail accordingly; but the undersigned regard it their duty to state that not
only were the proposals for letting of said contract made without a strict regard to the law, but that its
provisions were seriously disregarded by the Secretary of the Interior, among other particulars in these: 1st. The
law required particular plans and specifications of the building and of the material to be used therein; instead
thereof, the plans and specifications are general, without any indication of the material to be used. 2d. The law
required and contemplated that the plans and specifications should be approved by a board of three, of which
Quartermaster General L. C. Reigs and A. B. Mullett, architect of the Treasury, should be two; but instead of
obtaining this approval,...
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